
During Q1 the course is all about personal writing and creative 
writing skills. We work to become a writing community, one where it's 
okay to be vulnerable, safe to share your work with others. We'll also 
learn how to give feedback in a nonjudgmental way. Lots of high- 
interest writing happens, including writing an original monologue. 
Also some focus on College Essay to help with the application process

Q2 is all about plays. We'll learn about the concept of Dramaturgy -- the 
research that goes into producing a play. We will read plays, and we'll write 
short plays in small groups. The first semester ends with pitching the original 
play to the teacher. We will watch/analyze film clips and films during this unit: 
Rear Window, Rudy, Louis Armstrong section from the documentary Jazz, 
monologue clips, & a film that began as a play (e.g. Harvey, Arsenic and Old 
Lace, Streetcar Named Desire). Guest speakers from the industry will come to 
speak with students as well.

Q4 is all about learning the short form and the long form of television shows. 
Students will work in groups to create the "Look Book" for a television pilot. 
We will closely study episodes and clips from Friends, Parks and Recreation, 
Modern Family, and Friday Night Lights. Students will also pitch their pilots 
to the class as a senior farewell -- very moving moment for all of us.

Quarter 3: Film Analysis and Screenplay Writing

Quarter 1: Building a Writer's Community

Quarter 2: Dramaturgy, Plays, and Playwriting

Q3 is split into two parts: film viewing/analysis and writing an original 
screenplay (much shorter version than the pros). In the past we have 
studied such films as The Princess Bride, Spirited Away, Knives Out, and 
Black Panther during this unit. Students will also create the movie poster 
for their screenplays, and they will continue to refine their pitching skills. 

Quarter 4: The Television Pilot

Dramatic Writing



There is little to no homework in the course. Occasionally, I may ask 
kids to read a little outside of class, but it is play reading, and it 
goes fast, and I would only ask after having given significant time 
to read in class. There are a few times in the course when I ask kids 
to watch a television show or a film to look for elements of a skill 
we're working on. Homework is rare. 

 I am a flexible teacher and can always support any student in 
finding ways to meet the course requirements. This course will 
meet you where you are and help you grow from there. 

A successful student in dramatic writing doesn't fall under one description. This 
course works to prepare you for a creative industry (although the soft skills you learn 
transfer across all industries). Creative doesn't mean easy, it means passion and a 
desire to grow as a writer and artist, in ways that are new and exciting. If you're a 
student looking for a course with real-world applications, Dramatic Writing may be a 
great fit for you! It counts as two credits: English 4 and a fine arts elective.

Will I have opportunities to enter my writing 
into contests?

How much homework is in dramatic writing?

What if I am shy and don't like group 
work or presenting in front of a group?

Yes! I will encourage you throughout the course to enter all types of writing 
contests based on the genre that we're currently writing in class. There will be 
many opportunities for you to "publish" your writing in this way, and I will 
support you in the process of submitting your work to contests. Contests that I 
encourage you to enter include Optimist Essay, Scholastic Art and Writing 
Awards, and play/film contests.

What is a descriptor of a 
successful student in this course?

Questions?
Contact Ms. Rose

Room 644
clrose@forsyth.k12.ga.us


